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Suter

The Generation of Computer tells about the
evolution of technology to distinguish the
computers in terms of varying hardware
and software. Know everything about the

Generation of Computers 1Ist to 5th

Table of Contents

For many decades we have relied on computers
and now they have become an inseparable
part of our lives. We cannot imagine our
lives without computers are they have made
our work easier. These computers have gone
through changes over time and have you ever
really wondered what a computer actually
is? Today we use Laptops for our office work,
and tablets for day-to-day calculations or
entertainment purposes. These indicate that
computers have evolved and undergone
changes in their structure, functions and speed
over time
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Evolution of Computer

The evolution of computers started
around the 16th century. The evolution
of the computer is the process of which

transformation of the oldest vacuum

tube-based system to the current
model system of today’s computers.

Long ago, the early primitive people
were trailblazers in the use of counting
tools, making use of objects like sticks,

stones, and bones for their counting

needs. The computer we see today
has faced many changes, for the
betterment via history of computers.

It has continvously improved itself in

terms of speed, accuracy, size, and price
to urge the form of the computer we
have today. Here we have discussed the
S generations of computers and their
characteristics.




Generation of Computer
In computers, we use the term “generation” to show the
evolution of technology. Earlier, the generation term was
used to distinguish the computers in terms of varying
hardware but now it all together includes the hardware
and software which makes up a computer system. After
centuries of evolution that began in the 16th century, the
contemporary computer has taken its current form. There
are 5 Generations of computers and all of them have been
discussed below along with their features.

First Generation computer

The 1st Generation Computers were introduced
using the technology of vacuum tubes which
can control the flow of electronics in a vacuum.
These tubes are usually used in switches,
amplifiers, radios, televisions, etc. The First
Generation of Computer was very heavy and
large and were not ideal for programming.
They used basic programming and didn't have
an operating system, which made it tough for
users to do programming on them. The 1st
Generation Computers required a big room
dedicated to them and also consumed a lot of
electricity.




"Second Generation Computers
The Second Generation of Computers
revolutionized as it started using the technology
of transistors instead of bulky vacuum tubes.
Transistors are devices made of semiconductor
materials that open or close a circuit. These
transistors were invented in the Bell Labs which
made the Second Generation Computer powerful
and faster than the previous ones. Transistors
made these computers smaller and generated
less heat compared to the vacuum tubes they
replaced. The Second Generation of Computers
also introduced the use of CPU, memory and
Input/output units. The programming languages
used for the second-generation computers were
FORTRAN (1956), ALGOL (1958), and COBOL
(1959).The Second Generation computers used
the technology of Transistors.Machine language
and Assembly Languages were used for these
computers.Magnetic core and magnetic tape/disk
were used for memory storage.




3. Third Generation Computers
The evolution of Third Generation Computers took
place with a shift from transistors to integrated
circuits also called IC. The Third Generation of
Computer was very fast and reliable. The ICs used
In these computers were made from silicons and
were called silicon chips. A single IC has many
transistors, registers, and capacitors built on one
thin slice of silicon. This generation of computers
has increased memory space and efficiency.
Higher-level languages like BASIC (Beginners
All-purpose Symbolic Instruction Code) were used
and the Minicomputers were Iintroduced in this era
4. Fourth Generation Computers
The period from 1972 to 2010 is considered the
period of the fourth generation of computers.
Microprocessor technology was used to develop
the Fourth Generation of Computers. The foremost
advantage of these computers Is that the
microprocessor can contain all the circuits required
to perform arithmetic, logic, and control functions
on one chip.




5. Fifth Generation Of Computers
The Fifth Generation of Computers
has been built using the technology

called Artificial Intelligence (Al). This
technology encourages computers

to behave like humans. Some of the
applications of Al have been seen

In features like voice recognition,
entertainment, etc. The speed of the

Fifth Generation of Computers is
the highest while the sizes are the

smallest. A big improvement has been
noticed so far over the years in the
various generations of computers

In the aspect of speed, accuracy

dimensions, etc.
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Decimal V/S Binary
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D. Menu Driven Interface
VA, "y

ething AboU¥Computer We

I'he term *Computer” is derived from
A. Latin
B. German
C. French
D. Arabic
Wha is the father of Computer?
A. Allen Tunng
B. Charles Babbage
C. Simur Cray
D. Augusta Adaming
The basic operations performed by a computer are ?
A. Anthmetic operation
B. Logical operation
C. Storage and relative
D. All the above
Wha is the father of Internet?
A. Charles Babbage
C. Denis Riche
D. Martin Cooper
If a computer has more than one processor then it is known as
A. Uni-process
B. Multiprocessor
C. Multi-threaded
D. Multi-programming
A light sensitive device that converts drawing, printed text or other imag
is ?
A. Kevboard
B. Scanncr
C. OMR
D. None ol these
WWW stands for ?
A. World Whole Web
B. Wide Waorld Web
C. Web World Wide
W Wide W
A colkﬂion of system programs that muvoh and co-ordinates the overa
computer system is called ?
A. System software
B. Opecrating svstem
C. Unlity program
D. Device dnver
What type of operating system MS-DOS is?
A. Command Line Interface
B. Graphacal User Interfuce
C. Multstasking
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